
South African Music Studies 
Vol. 38



SAMUS: South African Music Studies Vol. 38
Editors: Stephanus Muller and Willemien Froneman
Content Editor: Juliana M. Pistorius 
Editorial Board:
Kofi Agawu (Princeton University, USA), Gregory Barz (Vanderbilt University, (USA), Nicholas Cook 
(Cambridge University, UK), James Davies (UC Berkeley, USA), Paul Berliner (Duke University, USA), 
Geoffrey Chew (Royal Holloway, University of London, UK),Veit Erlmann (University of Texas at Austin, 
USA), Jaco Kruger (North-West University, SA), Winfried Lüdemann (University of Stellenbosch, SA), 
Louise Meintjes (Duke University, USA), Carol Ann Muller (University of Pennsylvania, USA), Roger 
Parker (King’s College London, UK), Martin Scherzinger  (New York University, USA).  

The publication of this volume was made possible by funding from the South African Society for 
Research in Music and the SAMRO Endowment for the National Arts. 

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the respective contributors and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the editors, the editorial board or the South African Society for Research in 
Music. The contents of the journal are listed in RILM, The Music Index, Proquest, and African Journals 
Online (http://www.ajol.info). Articles may be viewed online at Sabinet Online (http://journals.sabinet.
co.za). The editorial policy of SAMUS is available at http://www.sasrim.ac.za. SAMUS: South African 
Music Studies is accredited with the South African Department of Higher Education and Training.
The journal is distributed to the members of the South African Society for Research in Music. Non-
members may order copies by contacting the secretary at secretary@sasrim.ac.za. Correspondence 
with the society about membership and other matters, and correspondence concerning subscriptions 
to the journal, should also be sent to the secretary. Correspondence concerning the editorial content 
of the journal should be sent to the editors at samus@sasrim.ac.za.

© South African Society for Research in Music, 2018, ISSN 2223-635X



Table of Contents

Editorial 
Stephanus Muller, Africa Open Institute, Stellenbosch University, 
and Willemien Froneman, Africa Open Institute, Stellenbosch 
University

Obituary: Stanley Glasser (1926-2018)
Michael Blake, Africa Open Institute

Node 1: The Ethical Incomplete

Composing, Creative Play and the Ethical Incomplete: Practice-
Based Approaches in Ethnomusicology
Cara Stacey, South African College of Music, University of 
Cape Town, Natalie Mason, Independent scholar and freelance 
practitioner

A Piece of Africa: Tracing Justinian Tamusuza 
Michael Blake, Africa Open Institute

Review: The Head and the Load, dir. William Kentridge
Juliana M. Pistorius, University of Huddersfield, Africa  
Open Institute

Of Trees, Animals, Place Names and Music: Gideon Fagan’s 
Karoo Symphony
Winfried Lüdemann, Stellenbosch University

Reading for ‘African Spectralism’ in Latozi Mphahleni’s 
‘Modokali’
Andile Khumalo, University of the Witwatersrand

1

6

19

41

82

90

137



Node 2: Jazz Dialogics (Guest-edited by Stephanie Vos)

Jazz Dialogics: Practice and the Institution
Stephanie Vos, Africa Open Institute

Bheki Mseleku: Towards a Biography
Nduduzo Makhathini, University of Fort Hare

Opinion Piece: Jazz Curriculum in South Africa: Content  
and Relevance
Andrew Lilley, University of Cape Town

An Interview with Kyle Shepherd
Stephanie Vos, Africa Open Institute

Last Night at the Bassline: A Conversation with David Coplan
Valmont Layne, Centre for Humanities Research, University of the 
Western Cape

Book Review: ‘Cape Town Harmonies: Memory, Humour and 
Resilience’ by Armelle Gaulier and Denis-Constant Martin
Marie Jorritsma, University of the Witwatersrand

Node 3: Todd Matshikiza: Toward Critical Perspectives (Guest-
edited by Lindelwa Dalamba)

Beyond King Kong: Literary, Historical and Musicological 
Perspectives on Todd Matshikiza
Lindelwa Dalamba, University of the Witwatersrand

‘The White Claw Grabbing the Black Man’s Creative Work’: 
Dominant Culture and African Expression, One Festival and  
Two World Premieres
Jeffrey Brukman, Rhodes University

168

172

198

214

239

245

258

261



‘Word-Jazz’: Intersections Between Todd Matshikiza’s Literary 
and Musical Lives
Andrea Thorpe, Rhodes University

Beyond the Seam: Comrades, Compromises and Collisions in 
Todd Matshikiza’s ‘Jazz’ Worlds
Lindelwa Dalamba, University of the Witwatersrand

Jazz, Gender and Ambivalence: Todd Matshikiza’s ‘Joyce’ and 
the Politics of Representation
Hlumelo Ledwaba, University of the Witwatersrand

Revisiting Todd Matshikiza’s King Kong
Christopher Ballantine, University of KwaZulu-Natal

Review: King Kong: Legend of a Boxer, dir. Jonathan Munby
Mareli Stolp, University of KwaZulu-Natal

289

301

335

357

361




